
Here at St Peter and St 
Paul’s we are following 
a mastery approach to 
mathematics.

What does this mean?



What is mastery?

• Mastering maths means pupils acquiring a deep, long-term, secure 

and adaptable understanding of the subject.

• The phrase ‘teaching for mastery’ describes the elements of 

classroom practice and school organisation that combine to give 

pupils the best chances of mastering maths.

• Achieving mastery means acquiring a solid enough understanding 

of the maths that’s been taught to enable pupils to move on to 

more advanced material.



Origins of mastery
• Until recently, teaching children to ‘follow a process’ had been at the 

core of Maths education. Explaining how or why something happened 
became merely an afterthought.

• As long as a child got the answer correct, their comprehension of the 
method was less important.

• However, by not teaching children conceptually, we left them incapable 
of making the necessary links required to problem solve 

• More importantly, it denied children the opportunity to truly enjoy and 
engage with mathematics – as it became merely a memory test for many 
of them.

• With the 2014 new curriculum, this began to change. Increasingly 
children are required to reason, problem solve, and discuss methods. 



What does Mastery look like?

• Variety of strategies

• Breaking the cycle of rote learning 

• Gives children the opportunity to grasp ‘real’ maths

• Small steps

• Seeing patterns

• Reasoning

• Growth mindset is important



















Some example questions that are used in the 
maths lesson.

Year 1:



Year 2

Using bar models and part models for 
addition and subtraction.

Using base 10 for adding



Year 3

Using arrays for multiplying.

Using a bar model for multiplying.

Using a bar model for division.



Year 4

Using a part/whole model for partitioning 
tenths and hundredths.

Using place value counters for making 
decimals.



Year 5

Using pictorial representations for understanding 
equivalent fractions.

Using bar models to convert from improper fractions 
to mixed numbers.



Year 6

Going form concrete to abstract to understand algebra.

Using a bar model to understand ratio.




