Year 3 Spelling Ideas

Each week the children will learn different spelling patterns or rules, in class.
A good way to practise is to ‘look’, ‘say’, ‘cover’ and ‘spell’ as well as asking children to apply the rule to different words.
Set out below is an overview of the spelling rules we will look at each half term with some spelling ideas/examples.
We have included a separate document including the Year 3 statutory word list that will be used in lessons and linked to the spelling rule each week.












	Autumn term 1 spellings

	

	Week 1
adding endings, -ing -ed, -er and -est 
	Week 2
homophones, 
	Week 3
irregular past tense verbs, 
	Week 4
Add the suffix -ly, 
	Week 5
Add the endings -ing, -ed and -er to words of more than one syllable where the last syllable is not stressed.
	Week 6
Add the prefix re-

	describe describing described 
notice 
noticing 
noticed 
promise 
promising promised  
strange stranger strangest 

	great/grate steak/stake break/brake poor/pour
hour/our
	break broke hear heard think thought
find
found
see
saw
	sad 
sadly 
strange
strangely
actual
actually
simple simply
angry angrily 
happy
happily

	opening
opener
opened
gardening
gardener
gardened
following
follower
followed
listening
listener
listened



	reread
rewrite
remind
revisit
refresh
remove
review
remember
reuse
recycle









	Autumn term 2 spellings

	

	Week 1
Use the first two letters of a word to check its spelling and meaning in a dictionary.
	Week 2
homophones, 
	Week 3
Add -es to nouns ending in -y.
Identify and spell irregular plurals,
	Week 4
Add the suffix -ous,  
	Week 5
Spell words with the ending sounding like /tʃə/ spelt 
-ture,
	Week 6
Use the possessive apostrophe (singular), Mr Wordsworth’s notebook

	arrive answer 
early 
eye
fruit forwards
strange sugar
busy believe
decide
	meet/meat plain/plane here/hear made/maid through/threw
heard/herd
	lorries
babies
ladies
cities
stories

(irregular plurals)
heroes
potatoes
tomatoes
tornadoes
echoes


	joyous
poisonous 
momentous
enormous adventurous
famous
nervous
ridiculous
continuous
spacious

	nature
future
picture
creature
fixture
capture
sculpture
puncture
mixture
fracture
	woman’s
child’s
Mr Smith’s
headteacher’s
Bob’s
………………

accident
actual
address
answer
arrive
believe
bicycle
centre
century
circle





	Spring Term 1 Spellings

	

	Week 1

Add word endings -ing, -ed and -er to words of more than one syllable where the last syllable is stressed.
	Week 2

Spell correctly and distinguish between the homophones, grown/groan, berry/bury, male/mail, which/witch and aloud/allowed. 

	Week 3

Identify and spell irregular past tense verbs, e.g. hold, held; bring, brought; sink, sank. 

	Week 4

Use the suffix -ly to words of more than one syllable, e.g. accidentally, magically
	Week 5

Use the prefixes dis- and mis-, e.g. disagree, dismiss, misread, mistake. 

	Week 6

Spell words with the /eɪ/sound spelt ei, eigh, or ey, e.g. vein, weigh, obey.

	
address addressed
addressing 
upset upsetting
disturb disturbing disturbed
regret regretting regretted
answer answered answering 













	
groan/grown 
berry/bury
male/mail
break/brake 
poor/pour 
hour/our    
plain/plane 
here/hear 
made/maid 
through/threw
heard/herd

	
hold, held; bring, brought; sink, sank.
bent
drank
drove
forgot
heard
thought
told

	
purposely
quarterly
actually 
beautifully
accidentally
occasion occasionally
critically  basically
frantically
dramaticallymagically 
 


	
dislike  
disagree
dismiss
disappoint
disobey
dishonest
mistake
misbehave
misplace
misread
mislead
misfortune


	
weigh 
weight 
eight 
eighth
sleigh
freight
neighbour 
vein 
veil 
rein
reign
obey 
convey 
survey  
prey




	Spring Term 2 Spellings

	

	Week 1
words containing the /ʌ/ sound spelt ou, e.g. double, country, enough

	Week 2
words with contracted forms, e.g. they'd (they would/they had) it's (it is).
	Week 3
Spell correctly and distinguish between the homophones, ate/eight, wait/weight, fair/fare/fayre, rain/rein/reign.
	Week 4
Identify and spell irregular plurals, e.g. tooth, teeth; woman, women; sheep, sheep.
	Week 5
Add the suffix -ous e.g. humorous, courageous, serious.
	Week 6
Spell words with endings sounding like /ʒə/ spelt -sure, e.g. measure, enclosure, leisure.

	young
cousin
southern
country
courage
trouble
double 
enough
double 
country 
touch 
encourage 
southern
	who’ll
he’d
she’s
I’d
it’s
can’t
wouldn’t
couldn’t
shouldn’t
who’d
they’d
would’ve
could’ve

	groan
grown
which
witch
aloud
allowed
ate
eight
wait
weight 
fair
fare
fayre 
rain
rein
reign.
	tooth teeth woman women 
sheep
child children
person people
man men
goose geese
foot 
feet
	enormous 
fabulous 
generous 
numerous 
ravenous 
serious 
nervous
jealous
adventurous
curious
hideous
courteous
studious
various
luxurious
glorious
furious
victorious

	measure, enclosure, leisure
pleasure
treasure
closure
composure
pressure
exposure





	Summer Term 1 Spellings

	

	Week 1
Using the first two letters to look up words in a dictionary (recap last half-terms spelling rules

	Week 2
Spell correctly and distinguish between the homophones, ball/bawl, sauce/source, peace/piece, meddle/medal, who's/whose
	Week 3
Identify and spell irregular past tense verbs, e.g. catch, caught; know, knew; shine, shone
	Week 4
Add the prefixes re-, mis- and dis-, e.g. redecorate, misunderstand, disappointed. 
	Week 5
Spell more words with endings sounding like /tʃə/ spelt -ture, e.g. agriculture, miniature.
	Week 6
Use apostrophes to spell words using the contracted form and for singular possession

	young
country
can’t
wouldn’t
weight
wait
child
children
furious
various
leisure
treasure
	ball
bawl 
sauce
source 
peace
piece 
meddle
medal 
who's
whose
	catch caught know knew
shine shone
pay
paid
bleed
bled
forgive
forgave
sleep
slept
speak
spoke
	replay 
recycle 
redecorate 
rehydrate 
recalculate 
remarry
misplace 
misprint 
mistreat 
disappoint 
disapprove 
disappear
dishonest
	adventure
departure
temperature
miniature
furniture
agriculture
literature
puncture
manufacture
future
mixture
	doesn’t
isn’t                wasn’t              weren’t                     let’s 
[bookmark: _Hlk199957360]should’ve 
you’ve 
haven’t             they’ve 
Mr Hall’s
child’s
Philip’s





	Summer Term 2 Spellings

	

	Week 1
Recap from summer 1

	Week 2
Spell correctly and distinguish between the homophones
	Week 3

Identify and spell irregular plurals
	Week 4
Suffix -ly,
 -ous
	Week 5
Understand word families
	Week 6
Recap from summer 2

	young
country
bawl
rehydrate
misplace
disappoint
temperature
mixture
should’ve 
you’ve
child’s

	no/know new/knew nit/knit not/knot night/knight need/knead 
There/their
/they’re your/you’re
to/two/too be/bee 
see/sea blue/blew flower/flour sun/son here/hear some/sum hole/whole bear/ bare
	mouse  mice
die  
dice
louse  lice
child  children
person  people
penny  pence
	beautifully
strangly
gently
colourfully
lazily
silently
dangerous
couragous
humourous 
adventurous
poisonous
enormous
	[bookmark: _Hlk199955567]medical medicine medicinal medic paramedic 
triangle
tricycle
triplet
trio
triathlon
preview
prepare
predict
prevent
prescribe
	[bookmark: _Hlk199957390]ball
sauce
through
children
person
people
beautifully
adventurous
enormous
medical
prepare
triangle
predict
could
saw
said
want





